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Ecclesiastes 5:10-20'° Those who
love money will never have
enough. How meaningless to think
that wealth brings true happiness!
11 The more you have, the more
people come to help you spend it.
So what good is wealth—except

perhaps to watch it slip th%gh
your fingers! &\‘
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N 12Apeople who work hard sleep well,
whether they eat little or much. But
the rich seldom get a good night’s
sleep. '3 There is another serious
problem I have seen under the sun.
Hoarding riches harms the saver. 14
Money iIs put into risky investments
that turn sour, and everything is lost.
In the end, there is nothing left to
pass on to one’s children.




Y15%WWe all come to the end of our
lives as naked and empty-handed
as on the day we were born. We
can’t take our riches with us. 1°
And this, too, I1s a very serious
problem. People leave this world
no better off than when they
came. All their hard work is for

nothing—like working for w‘e‘\

wind.
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U7 Throughout their lives, they live
under a cloud—frustrated,
discouraged, and angry. 18 Even
so, I have noticed one thing, at
least, that is good. It is good for
people to eat, drink, and enjoy
their work under the sun during
the short life God has given them,
and to accept their lot In life.
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19°ANd it is a good thing to receive
wealth from God and the good
health to enjoy it. To enjoy your
work and accept your lot in life—
this is indeed a gift from God. 2°
God keeps such people so busy
enjoying life that they take no
time to brood over the past.--
(NLT)
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’wﬁhy Is Work A Gift

Eccle5|astes 5:19 Moreover,
when God gives any man
wealth and possessions, and
\‘nables him to enjoy them, to
aecept his lot and be happy In

hisswork—this is a gift of God.
(NLV)




1. Work Is A Source of

Eccle5|astes 5:18 Then I realized
that |t IS good and proper for a
man to eat and drink, and to find
satisfaction in his toilsome labor
\ﬁnder the sun during the few days
offlife God has given him—for this
IS his lot: (NIV)




A. A Worldly View of Work Is
» Surviving

Gene5|s 3:17 To Adam he said,
Because you listened to your wife
and ate from the tree about which
‘I commanded you, You must not
\"Jof it,” “"Cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful
toilgyou will eat of it all the days of
younrdlife: (NIV)




B. A Biblical View of Work Is

ﬁ* Thriving .

Gene5|s 2:2 By the seventh day God
had finished the work he had been
domg,Yso on the seventh day he rested
._from aII his work. (NIV)

manyand put him in the Garden of Eden

Geﬁsis 2:15 The LORD God took the
to work 1t and take care of it. (NIV)



2. Work Is An Opportunity To
Serve God

Ephe5|ans 6:5-8 5 Slaves, obey your earthly
master‘s with respect and fear, and with
smcerlty of heart, just as you would obey
Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their
favor when their eye I1s on you, but like
‘slaves of/Christ, doing the will of God from
‘y~ur heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if
ugwere serving the Lord, not men, 8
bec-ause you know that the Lord W|II reward
eve"‘ one for whatever good he does,

I
e'!t‘qher he is slave or free. (NIV)




3. Work Is An Opportunity To
—Glorify God

1 Cor.,lnthlans 10:31 So
whether you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do it all for

't.he xglory of God. (NIV)




The Protestant Work Ethic

’1 Teaches

1) Alqﬁ\:onest work is good regardless of its
prestige or Compensatlon

2) Hard \work is a blessing because it
bqus Characterand inner strength.

"'“‘3)§-Honest hard wark provides the path to

Pr\osperlty

Prover,bs 10:4 Lazy hands make a man
Roor, but diligent hands bring wealth.
( IvV) .

4) The believer HO“OrS God In

anfhonest job well done.




4. Work Is An Opportunity
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Titu§§3:14 Our people must
Iearn‘fﬁto devote themselves to

‘l

doingiwhat is good, in order
w‘h’at they may provide for daily

) ) :
n'ecessities and not live

uﬂaroductive lives. (NIV)
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1.1 W|II Work With An Attitude of
Thanksglvmg

;titude Toward Work

Colossmns 3:17 And whatever
el do whether in word or
deed do it all in the name of the

lford Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him. (NIV)




‘1_fk[1essalonians 5:18

lee thanks in all
cwcumstances for

& this is God’s will for
you In Christ Jesus.




. | Will Work With An Attitude of

Rpmans 12:1 Therefore, I
U§[ge you, brothers, in view
| ofiGod’s mercy, to offer your
& bodies as living sacrifices,
{ holy and pleasing to God—
this is your spiritual act of
worship. (NIV)



3. 1 Will Work With An Attitude of

Colossians 4:5 Be
wise in the way you
& .  act toward outsiders;
' make the most of
every opportunity.
(NIV)







